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System and policy for mentally disabled* people (1)
— From employment assistant perspective in Japan and the States —
Yasuko Unoki

Abstract

This thesis reviews the transistion of system and policies towards
mentally disabled people in Japan, then makes clear point issues in
the system, policies and employment policies in particular. This thesis
also reviews the legal system and policy measurements in the United
States, used as indicative reference of employment policy to examine
job assistant mechanisim for mentally disabled people in the current
Japanese welfare policy.

The first chapter describes treatments and job assistant policies
for mentally disabled people resulted from current Japanese system.
System for mentally disabled people started with social isolation,
“prejudice” and “discrimination” policies. Over the time of 100 years,
the system is transiting to policies with perspective of community life
and employment for the disabled. This chapter shows problem issues
of this transition. The second chapter describes the legal system and
policy applied to disabled people in the United State. The system in
the United States had gone through deinstitutionalization policy and
welfare reform policy to employment assistance. The third chapter
describes the differences in systems and policy measurements between
Japan and the United States. The fourth chapter discusses what Japan

should learn from the United States ‘welfare policy.

*In present disabled is written in 73\, hiragana rather than 2, kanji
character. However, in this thesis weuse disabled in kanji which
being used in legal terms.



